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South Bank Ignite £1000 Problem Pitch Competition
2026 Application Form

Spark your idea, business, and passion. Apply for the South Bank Ignite £1,000 Problem Pitch Competition online before Sunday, 1 November at 11:59 pm.
The online application form cannot be saved and returned to. If you wish, therefore, you can use this document to plan and pre-type your application information. Then, copy and paste the information into the online application form.
Apply online – bit.ly/sb-ignite-competition
1. Complete the South Bank Ignite £1,000 Problem Pitch Competition application by sharing more information about the problem you wish to solve and how you are solving it.
2. Record a max. 1-minute video to support your written application. Upload your video to a Dropbox folder.
For more information about South Bank Ignite, visit www.lsbu.ac.uk/ignite
Have questions? Need support completing your application? Please email starters@lbsu.ac.uk

Section 1 – The problem and who it impacts
1. What problem or issue do you see and want to address? Why does it matter? 
💡 Top tip: Describe the problem (not your idea/solution) and explain what makes it frustrating, difficult, or costly. Describe how big the problem is.
✍️ Your answer:  

2. Who experiences this problem? Describe the level of impact the problem has on people or a group.
💡 Top tip: Describe your ideal customers. Who are they? What is their life like? How do they currently address the problem? Do they need a new solution or is there something currently available to address, or partial address, their needs?
✍️ Your answer:  


Section 2 – Your solution and business idea 
3. How does your idea solve the problem? Can your solution be scaled to solve the problem for a larger market or for more customers?
 💡Top tip: Describe your idea/solution. 
 ✍️ Your answer:  

4. If the problem was solved, how would your customers benefit? 
💡Top tip: Explain how solving the problem improves your customers’ lives; describe the benefits, not the features. What changes for them? What becomes easier, faster, or more enjoyable?   
 ✍️ Your answer:  

5. What makes your idea unique? How is your idea different from other businesses, products, or services available?
💡Top tip: Describe how your idea offers other benefits that best address the problem. How are you the unique and right person to address the problem?  
 ✍️ Your answer:  

6. How would you use £1,000 to take the first steps towards solving this problem?
💡Top tip: Share what you plan to do with £1000 to further develop your business idea or solution. What is the next key milestone you could achieve to unlock more funding, grow your team, understand your market, or test your idea? 
✍️ Your answer:  

Section 3 – Your South Bank Ignite £1,000 Problem Pitch Competition Video
Share your knowledge and passion to join the South Bank Ignite £1,000 Problem Pitch Competition in a video message. Videos may not exceed 1-minutes in length.
Videos may be as creative as you are! Have fun highlighting the problem you are looking to address, who the problem impacts, your solution, what makes your solution (and you) unique, and/or how you would spend £1,000.
Examples of types of video submissions include: 
· Speaking directly to the camera
· Enlisting your family or friends as actors 
· Recording a PowerPoint presentation
· Using AI tools to generate a video
For more tips and support to record your video entry, visit https://bit.ly/sb-ignite-video
6. I have uploaded my video message to the Dropbox folder: https://bit.ly/sb-ignite-video-upload
· Yes, I have uploaded my video to the Dropbox folder.

Section 4 - Your personal details 
7.  Give your business idea/solution a name, even if it’s only temporary. 
✍️ Your answer:  

8. Your First Name: 
 
9. Your Surname: 
 
10. Your LSBU Email: 
 
11. Your Personal Email: 
 
12. Your Mobile Number: 
 
13. What is your current status at LSBU: 
· Current LSBU student (2026/27) 
· LSBU Alumni (graduated in 2025-26) 
· LSBU Alumni (graduated in 2024-25) 
· LSBU Alumni (graduated in 2023-24) 
 
14. Your Student Number: 
 
15. To compete in the South Bank Ignite £1000 Problem Pitch Competition, individuals must attend one of the mandatory, all day (10 am – 4 pm), in person bootcamps on Thursday, 12 November or Friday, 13 November.
The bootcamps will provide participants with the opportunity to develop their business/freelancing solution idea and create a compelling pitch that will impress the judges. It will also outline the next steps needed to create your final presentation. 
· Yes, I will attend one of the mandatory all-day bootcamps
· Yes, I understand that failure to attend a mandatory all-day bootcamp will result in me being excluded from this competition, but not from receiving future support for my idea.

16. We are fully committed to removing barriers for people with special needs, including learning differences, or medical conditions. Please let us know if you require any specific assistance, support, or arrangements that we can arrange in advance.
✍️ Your answer:  


17. The information you share here will be used to process your South Bank Ignite application and to send you relevant information about the competition. Therefore, your application data may be shared with the relevant university teams and external partners. We won't use it for any other purpose. 
By ticking below, you agree for us to use your data in connection with your application only.
· I agree

18. I’m ready to spark my idea!
Applications will be reviewed after the deadline on Sunday, 1 November with results communicated by Friday, 6 November 2026. 
For further information about the South Bank Ignite, including support with your application, idea and business development workshops, talks with previous winners, and more, please visit www.lsbu.ac.uk/ignite.

· I’m ready to submit my application!

South Bank Ignite £1000 Problem Pitch Competition – application questions

Contact starters@lsbu.ac.uk for questions or application support.
Apply online: bit.ly/sb-ignite-competition
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